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and parliament. The inclusion of powers like France
would then be in sight.
If an international commonwealth built from
countries within the British Empire came to include
countries in Europe which had never been part of
that Empire, the most difficult stage in its growth
to a world commonwealth, after its first foundation,
would have been crossed. So the British Empire
would have done its work and passed into history.
And, putting both Constitutions together, you will say
that it was not the Romans that spred upon the World;
But it was the World, that spred upon the Romans: And
that was the sure Way of Greatnesse.2
When the British Commonwealth had been trans-
formed into something which, beyond dispute, was
an international commonwealth, the time would at
last be in sight when the United States would become
an integral part of it. I think that before this would
happen South Africa, Ireland and Canada would
have found their way into the international common-
wealth. In doing so, Ireland might solve the problem
of her own national unity. It may well happen that
Canada may prove the bridge whereby the people of
America may pass from national isolation to part-
nership in a world commonwealth. Whenever that
happens the peace of the world will be finally secured.
The more difficult nations would then be eager to
join it, and the world commonwealth will be more
than strong enough to contain and to mould them.
I think, too, that long before this had happened
the countries which had merged their sovereignties
in an international commonwealth would also have
transferred their control of backward peoples to the
government of that commonwealth. I can think of it
controlling the natives of Africa, New Guinea and
Java with a policy consciously directed towards fit-
ting these peoples to govern themselves and to join

